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Goals for our time together…

What matters to you?

A little bit of context 

 How to connect what you care 
about to the state system of 
education
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Alaska’s Education Commissioner

Dr. Michael Johnson
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When you think about the kind 
of school that you want 

for your child, 
what comes to mind?
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Context



6

Our State’s Vision

It is the policy of this state that the purpose of
education is to help ensure that all students will:

• succeed in their education and work,

• shape worthwhile and satisfying lives for themselves,

• exemplify the best values of society, and

• be effective in improving the character and quality of the
world about them.

Alaska statute 14.03.015
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Priorities
 Alaska’s State Board of Education & Early 

Development

 3 Strategic Priorities

• Empower local control of educational decisions

• Modernize Alaska’s educational system

• Ensure high quality educators for Alaska’s 
students



8

# 

1

Standards & 

Assessment

# 

2

Accountability

# 

3

School 
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Three Key Elements ESSA State 

Plan
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A Measure Of School Quality or Student Success

• Academic achievement

• Another measure of 
academic achievement 
such as growth 

• For high schools, 
graduation rates

• Progress of English 
Language Learners

NEW: A measure of 
school quality or 
student success

Required indicators 
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Examples
 Student engagement

 Educator engagement

 Access to and completion 
of advanced courses

A Measure Of School Quality & Student Success

Examples

 Postsecondary readiness 

 School climate and safety

 Any other indicator that meets 
the requirement
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 Student engagement
• (e.g., surveys, classroom observations)

 Educator engagement
• (e.g., surveys, staff retention rates)

 Access to and completion of advanced courses
• (e.g., AP, dual enrollment, internship, industry level certificates)

 Postsecondary readiness
• (e.g., SAT/ACT scores, proportion of students with access to full curriculum)

 School climate and safety
• (e.g., surveys from parents/students/staff, quantitative measures such as suspension 

or attendance rates)

 Other?

Examples of School Quality or 
Student Success
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What do we know?

“Things which matter most must never be at the mercy of 
things which matter least.” ~ Goethe

“The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.” 
~ Stephen Covey
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So…

How can the State’s plan for 
education be connected to what you 
care most about?
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Alaska’s ESSA State Plan Website
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Alaska’s ESSA State Plan Website
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Follow link into MeetingSphere…

https://us01.meetingsphere.com/27189391/alaskastateplan-webinars

• Enter your name & 
email address…

• Enter session…

https://us01.meetingsphere.com/27189391/alaskastateplan-webinars
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In closing, if I can help:

 Dr. Susan McCauley

 Susan.mccauley@alaska.gov

 (907) 419-3745

mailto:Susan.mccauley@alaska.gov

